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Randy Luebbert will become the principal of 
Waynesville High School on July 1 and Kymberly 
Rodriguez, a chemistry teacher at WHS, will 
become an assistant principal. Luebbert will 
replace Courtney Long who will become the 
director of community resources and grants 
management. Rodriguez fills the assistant principal 
position at WHS. 

“We had several very qualified candidates, but 
what made Mr. Luebbert stand out above the rest 
was his previous experience with Professional 
Learning Communities and his emphasis on 
developing a positive school culture. In addition, 
Mr. Luebbert has experience with military students 
in the Knob Noster School District,” said Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent. “He brings a depth 
of personal and professional experiences that 
will continue to propel Waynesville High School 
forward.”  

Luebbert holds a bachelor’s in biology and 
physical education from University of Central 
Missouri, a master’s in education from William 
Woods University and an education specialist 
degree from Missouri State University. 

“Waynesville has a great reputation as a 
wonderful school district and I am excited 
about this career move and being a part of the 
community,” Luebbert said. “In the first year, I am 
looking forward to getting to know the students, 
their families and the staff, building relationships 
and working together to develop a plan to make 
Waynesville even better than it already is.” 

Luebbert began his career as a biology teacher, 
football coach and baseball coach with the Sweet 
Springs School District in 1991. For the 1995-
96 school year, he taught biology, chemistry and 
coached basketball for the Knob Noster School 
District, which serves Whiteman Air Force Base 
families. From 1996 to 1998, he taught anatomy/
physiology, biology, applied science and coached 
basketball at the Sedalia Smith Cotton School 
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In an effort to make MAP 
practice exciting and engaging, 
students in Linda Meckem’s 5th 
grade class at Partridge Elementary 
chose a reading standard and 
created a board game as part of 
their monthly problem-based 
learning project.  

Students created 25 questions/
answers based on their chosen 
reading standard, typed up rules 
and directions for their games and 
decorated their file folder boards.  

“The level of critical thinking 
and engagement during this project 
has been amazing!” Meckem said. 
“Students loved playing each 
other’s games, all while reviewing 
grade level skills for the upcoming 
MAP test.”

Students create 
games to prepare 
for MAP test
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District before accepting a position as an assistant high 
school principal with the Marshfield School District 
in 1998.  He went on to serve the Marshfield School 
District as the high school principal from 2009 through 
2013.  Since 2013, he has served as the high school 
principal with the Warsaw School District. Luebbert and 
his wife Michelle, have three children. 

 Rodriguez, who teaches chemistry, forensic science 
and ecology, has been a teacher for 15 years. 

“Mrs. Rodriguez is a natural leader and will bring her 
excellent management skills, longevity in the classroom 
and ability to motivate students to succeed into this 
position,” Henry said. “She will continue our tradition of 
excellence and help take it to the next level.” 

As a military spouse, Rodriguez understands the 
challenges that military students face and looks forward 
to working more closely with both local and military 
families. 

“I’m looking forward to this new opportunity, but 
it’s also bittersweet,” Rodriguez said. “I’m looking 
forward to working more with families and taking on this 
leadership role, but I also will miss the daily one-on-one 
interaction with students in the classroom. My goal will 
be to build on the success of Waynesville High School 
and to bring out the best in our students.”

Rodriguez began her education career as an integrated 
physics and chemistry teacher with the Spring 
Independent School District in 2002. In 2004, she 
accepted a position as a science/chemistry teacher at 
Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School District where 
she served until 2008 when she was hired as a science 
teacher for the Ysleta Independent School District.   
She came to Waynesville Middle School in 2015 and 
currently serves as a science teacher at Waynesville High 
School. Rodriguez holds a bachelor’s in science/biology 
from Prairie View A & M University and a master’s in 
school administration from Lindenwood University. She 
also has been an active participant in the Waynesville 
School District Aspiring Administrators program from 
2017 until the present time.

Rodgriguez is married to Rodney and is the mother of 
four, three of whom attend Waynesville schools. 

Long, the current WHS principal, will become 
the director of community resources and grants 
management.  She will oversee the AmeriCorps/VISTA, 
volunteers, afterschool programs, grants, Snack in a 
Pack, wellness (including nurses, nurse practitioner, 
guidance and school social workers) and will serve as the 
community liaison to business partnerships. 

“I want to thank Mrs. Long for not only serving 
as our high school principal, but for being willing to 
take on new challenges for our district,” Henry said. 
“The hallmark of a great team is the ability to move 
talented individuals into different positions, while still 
staying focused on our mission to empower and prepare 
individual students for future opportunities as citizens 
and leaders.” 
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Partridge students build their MAP preparedness skills through 
game design and play. Read more about the effort on page 1.

New and exciting things are 
happening in technology at 
Partridge. Jeanie Wade, media 
specialist, has purchased two 3D 
printers for the lab. As part of a 
problem-based learning activity, 
Susan Westfall’s fifth graders have 
been designing board games to 
help them review for the MAP 
test and Jason Helton, technology 
specialist, jumped in to assist. 
He first showed the students 
how to use a program called 
Tinkercad. Using the 3D graphics 
in Tinkercad, each group designed 
a game piece to use for their board 
game. Special care was needed to 
get the game piece symmetrical. 
The students then saved their 3D 
image using the special layering 
included in the software. Finally, 
Helton printed out the game pieces 
while students anxiously waited. 
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On Tuesday, April 3, in celebration 
of National Service Recognition Day, 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America) 
members nationwide will be taking part 
in activities to showcase national and 
community service. Here in our area, there 
will be service projects in Waynesville, 
St. Robert and Fort Leonard Wood. 
Each community will have a team of 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA 
members completing service projects. 

The Waynesville team will be cleaning 
the Waynesville Park and Roubidoux 
Creek area; the St. Robert team will be 
working on the flower beds and doing lawn 
clean-up at St. Robert City Hall; and the 
Fort Leonard Wood team will be painting 
playgrounds at Partridge and Wood 
Elementaries with activities that promote 
physical education, activity and fitness. 

In addition to the service projects on 
April 3, State Representative Steve Lynch 
will be visiting with members of the 
Waynesville AmeriCorps VISTA Program 
on Monday, April 2. While there, Lynch 
will present the program with a Resolution 
commending the service that AmeriCorps 
and AmeriCorps VISTA provide to the 
Waynesville, St. Robert and Fort Leonard 
Wood communities.

To date, more than 400 AmeriCorps 
members have served throughout the 
Waynesville R-VI School District, serving 
as tutors and facilitating the Club TIGER 
Afterschool Program.  The AmeriCorps 
VISTA program has had more than 300 
members serve full time for a year or as a 
VISTA Summer Associate fighting poverty 
in our community through programs such 
as Snack in a Pack, college and career 
readiness, resiliency and more. There 
are currently 33 AmeriCorps and 14 
AmeriCorps VISTA members serving in 
our communities. 

This event will showcase the partnership 
between AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps VISTA 
and the three communities, promote citizen 
engagement in community events and 
inspire citizens to serve their communities. 
To learn more about National Service 
Recognition Day, please visit www.
nationalservice.gov. 

AmeriCorps to 
celebrate National 
Service April 3

Katie Blau represented Missouri and Waynesville 
High School at the Southwest American Choral 
Directors Association Honor Choir on March 7-10, 
2018, in Oklahoma. Blau submitted an audition tape 
and was selected for this honor over hundreds of 
other students. Blau performs under the direction of 
Cydnee Gilmore, WHS choir director. 

On Saturday, March 24, 36 
students from Waynesville High 
School competed at the District 
Music Festival for solos and small 
ensembles, coming home with 
15 “Exemplary-1” ratings and 15 
“Outstanding-2” ratings.”

Students who received 
“Exemplary-1” ratings, will get the 
opportunity to compete at the State 
contest on April 26.

 The following students received 
“Exemplary-1” ratings:

Ezechiel Daos- Flute Solo
Hannah Bailey- Marimba Solo
Jade Brazzel- Oboe Solo
Collin Mourot- Euphonium Solo
Kameron Rosensteel- Euphonium 
    Solo
Caitlin Banks- Flute Solo
Ezechiel Daos- Vocal Solo
Latrisha Ford- Trumpet Solo
Kyrien Edwards- Trumpet Solo
Anthony Zuber- Tenor Sax Solo
Anthonie Esparza- Trumpet Solo
Katie Blau- Vocal Solo
Allan Mitchell- Trombone Solo
Brass Quintet- Ladarion Hardison, 
    Latrisha Ford, James Felix, 
    Kyrien Edwards, Ricky Rivera
Woodwind Quintet- Shelly Swink, 
    Jade Brazzel, Ezechiel Daos, 
    Kahlan Taylor, Jordan Rivera

The following students received 
“Outstanding-2” ratings:

 Mallet Quartet- Hannah Bailey, 
    Lousia Veeck, Abbey Tromblee, 
    Katelyn Mitchell
FHorn Quartet- Ladarion Hardison, 
    Megaon Johnson, James Felix, 
    Jordan Rivera
Alexus Pesantemercado- Vocal Solo
Jada Willingham- Vocal Solo 
Zoe Runyon- Vocal Solo
Katie Spencer- Alto Sax Solo
Rachel Evans- Vocal Solo
Sean Gascon- Alto Sax Solo
Trombone Trio- Collin Kramer, 
    Jerec Soria, Andrew Gutowski
Erica Kosier- Vocal Solo
Shelly Swink- Clarinet Solo
Corina Foy- Vocal Solo
Jennifer Schenkenfelder- Vocal Solo
SSAA Quartet- Katie Blau, Lauren 
    Demalade, Rachel Evans, 
    Corina Foy 
Brigham Blackwell- Vocal Solo
 
Their directors and accompanists 

are Jim Stockmann, Cydnee Gilmore, 
Jared Sabatasso, Chelsea Handley, 
David Lawson, Michael Perrine and 
Whitney Martin. 

WHS music students bring 
home top ratings at district



The fifth graders of Sara Allen’s class began their opinion 
writing and decided they wanted to add another element. They 
decided to turn their writing into a debate involving a variety of 
topics. 

Students partnered up and began researching different 
opinion-based topics. After multiple tries, students finally found 
topics that they had the opposite opinion about. Once the topic 
was chosen, they began to research their topic, finding reasons 
to back up their opinion. 

Students followed the Step-up to Writing process for opinion 
writing and created their essay, which reflected their side of the 
debate. After each set of partners debated their topic in front 
of the class, a vote was held, declaring one side the winner. All 
students were respectful toward each other during each debate, 
and graciously shook the hands of each winner.

Partridge hosts debate

Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton Ford Lincoln Mazda 
presented Deidra Holmes, an early childhood special education 
teacher at Williams Early Childhood Center, with the Teacher 
of the Quarter Award for her project “Discovery Through 
Science and Math.”
The Project Teach Award includes a $100 stipend from 

the dealership that will provide tweezers, age-appropriate 
microscopes, slides, eye droppers, vinyl aprons and “shake and 
reveal” cards to help students study the why and how of science 
and math through sorting, weighing, observing, naming, 
numbering, inspecting, building and creating. 

Sellers-
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The Waynesville R-VI Board of Education recognized Sean 
Sax for being the State Champion and being named to the 
All-State wrestling team, along with Michael Cassidy who 
took 4th place in the State and Gaven Sax who took 5th at 
State.

The Waynesville R-VI Board of Education recognized Megan 
Pattison for being named to the Academic All-State for 
softball during the regular meeting on March 26. In addition, 
the Waynesville High School Softball Team received 
Academic All-State Honors.

The 
Waynesville 
R-VI Board 
of Education 
recognized 
Re’shawna 
Stone for 
being named 
to the All-State 
Basketball 
team during 
the regular 
meeting on 
Monday. 


